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  Vani Kumar

Vani Kumar has been a Pro-
gram Coordinator at the Kelly 
Anne Dolan Memorial Fund 

since 1996 and volunteered for three 
years before that. While earning a 
degree as a commercial artist and rais-
ing two sons, she enjoyed volunteering 
at a number of organizations before 
joining the Dolan Fund. Vani came to 
this country from India in 1968 living 
first in Rochester, NY, before moving 
to the Philadelphia area in 1969. Vani 
is presently on the Board of Trustees 
for the Council of Indian Organiza-

tions (CIO) in Greater Philadelphia where she served as Treasurer, 
Vice President, and finally as President from 2000-2004. The CIO is 
an umbrella organization for about 25 different Indian organizations 
serving approximately 35,000-40,000 Indians in this region. CIO’s 
mission is to provide a unified platform to its member organizations 
in the Greater Philadelphia area for pursuing their common goals and 
sharing their concerns. The mother of two grown sons, Vani resides 
in Huntingdon Valley with her husband Dr. Shashi Kumar, a Pedi-
atric Surgeon at Holy Redeemer Hospital. Vani’s work at the Dolan 
Fund opened her eyes to the hardships families go through when 
they have seriously ill children, and she feels a sense of satisfaction 
knowing she makes some difference in their lives. 

  

  Peggy Dolan

Peggy Dolan, co-founder/direc-
tor of the Kelly Anne Dolan 
Memorial Fund, was born in 

Philadelphia, raised in Runnemede, 
NJ, and has lived in the Lower Gwyn-
edd area for the past 42 years. Her 
experiences as a parent of two children 
with cancer fuels her desire to ease the 
pain and burden of families with seri-
ously ill, physically and cognitively 
challenged, or severely injured chil-
dren. Peggy was named a Great Friend 
to Kids by the Please Touch Museum. 
She received the National Caring 
Award and was inducted into the Car-

ing Americans Hall of Fame in Washington, DC in 2004.  In  2005, 
the National Association of Home Care and Hospice presented 
her with the Viktor Frankl Humanitarian of the Year Award. Peggy 
received the Benjamin Rush Award in November 2010 by the Phila-
delphia Psychiatric Society. She is Chair Emerita of the American 
Red Cross Blood Services Penn-Jersey Region Board of Directors, 
Board Member of Mercy Suburban Hospital, and Lector at St. An-
thony of Padua Parish in Ambler. Widowed in 1995, Peggy is the 
proud mom of Kristen Dolan Murphy and Kim Dolan-Hess. Kim is 
a survivor of childhood cancer, thanks to a life-saving bone marrow 
transplant in 1982. Her late father was her donor and hero.

Lisa Siegel

Lisa Siegel’s involvement with 
the Kelly Anne Dolan Memo-
rial Fund came about years 

ago as a result of her two grandsons’ 
participation in a “Funny Feet Walk” 
to benefit the organization at the Mont-
gomeryville Goddard School. She had 
previously heard Peggy Dolan speak 
about the Dolan Fund and was so 
moved that she vowed to become in-
volved in the organization. She is now 
a member of the Board of Directors, 
chair of the special event and market-
ing committees, and chairs the com-

mittee planning the upcoming 35th Anniversary Celebration. A gradu-
ate of Gwynedd Mercy College with a degree in Special Education, 
Lisa worked with physically, mentally, and emotionally challenged 
children in several school districts, as well as Easter Seals, so the 
Dolan Fund was a perfect fit for her understanding of special needs 
children. After leaving the teaching profession, Lisa spent many 
years in the pharmaceutical industry, and was a product manager for 
bleeding disorder products . . . once again involved with those with 
special needs. Lisa also serves as vice president of the Montgomery 
Township Historical Society, and is a member of the Women’s Com-
mittee of the Penn Museum in Philadelphia. She has three grown 
children and lives in Lower Gwynedd with her husband Brian. 

Mary Ellen Fitzgerald    

Mary Ellen Fitzgerald is Vice 
President and Director of The 
Breathing Room Founda-

tion (TBRF). She has been an active 
member of the board of directors of 
the foundation since 1997, the year 
that the organization was created. She 
now holds the position of Vice Presi-
dent and Director. 

Just three months before her 
sister Diane Fitzgerald lost her battle 
against breast cancer, she and her 
husband Bernie asked some of their 
closest friends and family members to 

help them make their vision (TBRF) come to fruition. 
Mary Ellen says, “I am honored to be able to help carry out 

my sister’s legacy. I could not be more proud of the work of The 
Breathing Room Foundation and am grateful everyday for having 
the opportunity to be a part of it. The words of gratitude that I hear 
from the families that we serve are a true testament to the life that 
my sister lived. She lived her life to serve others and with TBRF she 
continues to do that even after her passing.”

Mary Ellen resides in Abington, Pa with her husband Paul 
(brother to co-founder Bernie Fitzgerald) and four children.  She has 
also been a radiologic technician at Abington Memorial Hospital 
for 20 years.    


